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m&are““eaacnly fram Taylar
THIS IS A WARNING MESSA&m*

~. The President of the United States has under

consideration the initiation.of blocka&é operations

against Cuba.
2., ‘The .reaction to these operations by Cuban military

j"féfces could lead to U.S. . air strikes against Cuban armed

forces, and invasion of the island of Cuba. Preparations

for these contingencies are in progress. These sub-

quent actions, iF iniﬁiatedg wou1d~mrabably result in
zainst Soviet military and civilian
in Cuba and would directly challenge the
e of the Soviet Union. The ﬁeactionVef the USSR
cannot be predicted with accuracy.

3. It is imperative under the circumé%aﬁce& which
could arise to present thgmﬁtranges@ péssible<deﬁerxent'
to any course of Soviet military action. The U.S.
must demonstrate unecuivoaélly ﬁhat it is ready

militarily to meet end to defeat retal atary Soviet
actions as whatever level is necessary. At th& same
{ime, we must aveid actions in other areas which may
be considered provocative or which may create civil

alarm.

L. At the time of the public announcement by the
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‘:P esiﬁenﬁ of the United States .of the deciai&n to x}
iniﬁiate blmckaﬁgwsgeraticns DEFCON 3 level Of rea&in&sa
‘will be effected worlﬁwwi&e‘ It 1is expactea ﬁhaﬁ'tha
announcement will be mad¢ on the evening of 22 October
Washingbton time. The time of“initiaticn of blackaée
operaticns will tentatively be 24 %o 48 h@urs later.

5. Shauld the action taken against Cuba include air
attack and invasion of Cuba, reinforcement capabilities

o
'fmr the European and ?acifia ewmmands, as raflected

1n the Joint Sﬁrabegic Capabilitiaa Plan, applicable
for general war;x

6..JCS deéire all commanders to review applicable’

! plans, and be prepared to repart criticallimitations
i to the cOnducﬁ of general warooperatiané in their
: resp&ctive areas. |

7 The contents of thi& mﬂssage are aansitive and

2 nust be clasely held. Gp-3.
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